Course Outline—“Studies in the Book of Kings” with Rachel Adelman

We will be learning highlights from the Book of Kings, beginning with the establishment of the Davidic line, through Shlomo, and the building of the Beit HaMikdash, concluding with its destruction and the exile of the Israelite nation.  Our focus will be on the tension between prophet and King—Elijah and Ahav/Jezebel, Jehoshaphat and Micaiah, Isaiah and Hezekiah, Jeremiah and Josiah. We will raise questions such as:  When does the king rebel against or abide by the word of G-d?  And when does the prophet exceed his bounds as G-d’s emissary?  What ultimate effect does the differentiation of roles between prophet, king and priest, have on the political character of the nation?  We will draw on both classical commentaries, such as Radak and Abarbanel, and midrashim, as well as modern scholarship, from the field of archeology and history, and literary studies of the Bible.

Biography of Rachel Adelman

Rachel Adelman has been teaching Tanakh and Midrash at various venues, including MaTaN, the Conservative Yeshivah and the Hebrew University, where she is currently pursuing her doctorate in Hebrew Literature.  She also writes poetry inspired by her studies.  She lives in Jerusalem with her husband and four children.

