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Outline for Course --"King David and Sons"

With Rachel Adelman תשס"ד

We will be taking a primarily literary approach to the reading of the last half of the Book of Samuel, known among biblical scholars as "The Succession Narrative" (I Sam. 9-20 and I Kings 1-2).   While I reject source criticism, which forms the basis of the assumption that there is a "Succession Narrative", I'd like to adopt it as a unit, read it as if it were a novel with a beginning, middle and end.  I am fully aware that all demarcations of a beginning and an end are somewhat arbitrary.  Usually it is determined by the author (in this case the prophet/writer), but the division of The book of Samuel into two is, in itself, an artifact of the ancient manuscript production using scrolls (the Talmud, for example, speaks of a single book of Samuel).  The division into two was established when the book was first translated into Greek in the third century B.C.E. (know as "the Septuagint" or Targum Ha'Shivim).  Given this precedent, I have taken the liberty of adopting a division, which seems most amenable to a semester course, leading into The Book of Kings.  I propose the following outline for the course (assuming we will have approximately 16 classes), but we may decide to slow down or speed up the pace and allow for scurries into un-chartered territory.

1)  II Sam. 9--David and Yonatan's son, Mephiboshet (including II Sam.16:1-4 and 19:25-31)

2)  II Sam 10--The Diplomatic mission to Ammon and War (with Ammon and Aram)

3)  II Sam. 11--The sin of David and Batsheva and The Murder of Uriah

4)  II Sam. 12:1-15--The parable of the stolen lamb and two oracles of doom

5)  II Sam 12:16-31--Shalom asResolution on the home front and on the political front

6)  II Sam. 13:1-22--Amnon and Tamar

7)  II Sam. 13:23-38 --Absalom and Amnon

8)  II Sam. 13:39-14:24--The Fictitious Legal Case of The Wise Woman of Tekoa

9)  II Sam. 14:25-15:1-12--The "Reconciliation" and Absalom's Rebellion

10)  II Sam. 15:13-16:14--David's Flight and Three Meetings along the Way

11)  II Sam. 16:15-17:14--Council at Absalom's:  Hushai and Ahitophel

12)  II Sam. 17:15-18:18--The Battle in the Scrub

13)  II Sam. 18:19-19:16--The Report to the King, Mourning and Re-inauguration

14)  II Sam. 19:17-20:22--The Return  to Jerusalem and Three Meetings on the Way; Yoav's Last Campaign

15)  I Kings 1--Adonijah Insurrection; David determines that the Succession goes to Solomon

16)  2 Kings 2--David's Last Will and Testament


In addition to the classical mediaeval commentators (Rashi, Radak, Abarbanel, and others), and occasional ventures into the Talmud and Midrash, I will be drawing heavily on modern literary readings of the Book of Samuel.  
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דרכי העיצוב הספרותי של סיפור במקרא על פי שמואל ב י-כ, ומלכים א א-ב.
This is by no means an exhaustive bibliography, but merely contains the primary modern commentators I will be alluding to.  In addition, I will occasionally refer to (and perhaps draw upon) literary renditions/readings of the biblical text, such as John Dryden's "Absalom and Ahitophel,"  or William Faulkner's novel, Absalom! Absalom!, and modern Israeli poetry.  They have adopted the biblical text for their own purposes but, in so doing, sometimes lend an interesting, retrospective reading of the original text.  


I look forward to learning with you.


Rachel Adelman 
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